
Whether your dream is to fly to the remote glaciers of Alaska’s Denali National Park or hop between white sand beaches 
of the islands, Wipaire® can outfit your Cessna 185 Skywagon with the versatility and performance you need. Wipline 
3000 floats are engineered to offer rugged durability and outstanding performance, giving you the freedom to explore.

FEATURES AND BENEFITS

•	 Amphibious or seaplane floats available

•	 Modern hydrodynamic design with fluted bottom skins, 
sister keels and high bow buoyancy to get off the water 
quickly and perform in a wide range of conditions

•	 Best nose and main gear on the market, proven in the 
field and imitated by competitors

•	 Internal cables for water rudder controls

•	 Non-skid coated, flat top decks for safety 

•	 Enhanced safety with amphibious gear advisory 
system and gear position indicator on the float deck of 
amphibious floats

•	 Two large float hatches for gear, measuring 25³?4” x 
12” with 50 pounds carrying capacity each

•	 Aluminum skins and parts are laser cut and rivet holes 
are pre-punched so that replacement parts fit perfectly

•	 Replaceable wear strips on main keel for ease of 
maintenance

Wipaire also offers modifications, paint refinishing, interiors, avionics and maintenance. Purchase your floats and 
modifications from the only float company with over 60 continuous years of production and be assured we’ll be there 
when you need support.
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CESSNA 185 SKYWAGON
PRODUCT & MODIFICATION GUIDE

WIPLINE® 3000 FLOATS



SPECIFICATIONS FOR WIPLINE 3000 FLOATS
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WEIGHT

Amphibian System Total Weight 632 lbs (287 kg)

Amphibian Exchange Weight 483 lbs (219 kg)*

Seaplane System Total Weight 432 lbs (198 kg)

Seaplane Exchange Weight 282 lbs (128 kg)*

Aircraft Gross Weight 3,350 lbs (1,519 kg)

*Exchange weight is equal to the float installation weight minus 
aircraft landing gear weight.

185 PERFORMANCE ON AMPHIBIOUS FLOATS

Engine Continental IO-520

Take off run (land) 760 ft (231 m)

Take off over 50 ft obstacle (land) 1,325 ft (404 m)

Take off run (water) 1,125 ft (343 m)

Take off over 50 ft obstacle (water) 1,710 ft (521 m)

Rate of climb (per/min) 950 ft (290 m)
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FLOAT DIMENSIONS

Length – Seaplane 20’1” (6.12 m)

Length – Amphibian 20’8” (6.30 m)

Height – Hull 2’5” (0.74 m)

Width – Hull 2’8” (0.81 m)

Float Locker Capacity (each) 50 lbs (22.7 kg)

DISPLACEMENT IN FRESH WATER

The total aircraft, passenger, and cargo load the floats can support 
with 100% reserve buoyancy. Also called the float's "buoyancy."

Amphibious Floats 3,125 lbs (1,417 kg)

Seaplane Floats 3,301 lbs (1,497 kg)

MAXIMUM FLOTATION

The total aircraft, passenger, and cargo load the floats can support 
with 80% reserve buoyancy(per FAR 23.751)

Amphibious Floats 3,472 lbs (1,474 kg)

Seaplane Floats 3,668 lbs (1,664 kg)



One of the most effective ways of enhancing the capability and 
performance of your 185 is to add an IO-550 engine and Hartzell 
or McCauley "Power Prop." The IO-550 upgrade is rated at 300 
horsepower, like the standard 520, but is rated at a higher torque. This 
gives you an additional 150 to 175 points of thrust for seaplanes, and a 
quieter ride. Unlike the 520, the IO-550 enables a maximum continuous 
cruising rate at 300 hp instead of just 285 hp.

•  300 hp max continuous operation

•  8-10% torque increase over the 520

•  150 RPM less than the 520 = greater longevity

•  8-10% increased cruise speed

•  8-10% shorter take-off

CONTINENTAL IO-550 ENGINE UPGRADE
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MODIFICATIONS FOR THE CESSNA 185

The new carbon fiber composite Hartzell Trailblazer series 82" propeller 
is available for Cessna 185 models with the IO-550-D engine installed 
via Wipaire STC SA1522GL or Texas Skyways STC SA09960SC in 
both landplane and seaplane configurations.

•  Durable, field-replaceable nickel cobalt leading edge

•  Nickel erosion screen for foreign object damage protection

•  Thinner blade with a wider chord for improved performance

•  Designed to be quieter than comparable propellers

•  Carbon fiber composition is 5-10x stronger than natural fiber 
propeller cores

•  14.6 lbs lighter than the Hartzell metal 80" prop (model: PHC-
C3YF-1RF/F8468A-6R)

•  3.1 lbs lighter than the McCauley 80" prop (model: 
D3A34C401/90DFA-10)

HARTZELL TRAILBLAZER PROPELLER UPGRADE

More reliable than magnetos, electronic ignition measurably improves aircraft performance and efficiency by creating 
a hotter, longer-lasting ignition source that increases power output as well as making hot starts easier and reducing plug 
fouling. For more information on the benefits, visit Electroair.net.

•	     Reduces magneto overhaul cost

•	     Increased range

•	     Increased rate of climb

•	     1-2 GPH fuel savings

•	     Even greater efficiency with high altitude flying

ELECTROAIR ELECRONIC IGNITION



WIPAIRE SERVICES  

MAINTENANCE
•  Oil changes, borescope inspections, annuals,  pre-buy 

inspections and more

•  Restoration & upgrade services

•  Float and landing gear inspections & repairs

•  Cessna Single Engine Service Center

AVIONICS
•  Installation & repair services including bench work

•  In-flight entertainment systems

•  Satellite phones and internet

•  Custom video camera installation

•  Perform IFR certification

INTERIORS
•  Repairs to complete renovations

•  Custom design service

•  Interior modifications & upgrades 

•  Custom embroidery available

•  Meticulous attention to detail

PAINT REFINISHING
•  Retouching & repair services

•  Custom airbrushed art and decals

•  Meticulous attention to detail

•  Float paint matching available

AIRCRAFT SALES & ACQUISITIONS
•  Experienced & market savvy staff

•  Customized marketing strategy

•  Pre-buy inspections

•  No hassle document preparation & filing

MINIMIZE DOWN TIME ON YOUR AIRCRAFT BY 
COORDINATING SERVICES IN ONE LOCATION. 
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